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SPEECH 


Made in the 


Houſe of Commons, &c. 


9 HE Houſe is now enter'd on the 
| Exerciſe of a Power, which, of 
Right, and agreeable to the Con- 


ſtitution, belongs to them: I 


mean that Branch of Power which They, as 


a Part of the Legiſlature, have of Repealing 


Laws, or Extending and Limiting them, in 


ſuch manner as ſhall appear to them moſt con- 


ducing to the Service of their Country, As 


this Right of Altering the Laws does un- 
doubtedly belong to the Legiſlature, it ought 
B to 


(2) 
to be uſed with the utmoſt Regard; Fnce 
tis equaliy a Crime to enervate Law. that 
are found to be a Support to our Govern- 
ment, as to omit the Aboliſhing or Sufi end- 
ing ſuch as have not anſwer'd their End when 
made, or which is worſe, as have proved de- 
trimental. 

It is a commendable Zeal when Gentlemen 
in their Debates expreſs a Tendernefs for the 
exiſting Conſtitution of their Country, and 
their Apprehenſions of the leaſt Innovation 
in the Frame of the Government; and I am 
not ſurpriz d that it is Objected, in fo popular 
a manner, That the Paſſing of this Bill for 
Suſpending the Law for the Election of Tri- 
ennial Parliaments, is to Sap the Foundation of 
our Engliſh Liberties. Mi 

But if upon an impartial Inquiry it ſhall 
appear, That this Bill, which was made for 
the Benefit of the Nation, has, in no reſpect, 
anſwer'd the purpoſes for which it was calcu- 
lated when made into a Law, I preſume it 
may be allow'd, That the Danger in Suſpend- 
ing it, is more 1maginary than real. 


And 


(3) 


And fince it is as unjuſtifiable to be to. 
nacious of a Matter that has no Argu- 
ment to ſupport 1t, as not to give Way to 
what Experience has demonſtrated, if 
this Bill, ſhould in its Conſequences, be 
void of Froof of its anſwering the ends 
for which it was made, I hope it will not 
be ſo great a Crime to Suſpend it, as it 
has, with Induſtry, . — repreſented 


without Doors. 


A principal Argument for Continuing 
the Triennial Bill is, That it is agreeable 
to the Ancient Laws of this Nation, that 
there ſhould be frequent Parliaments. I 
find by the. Laws I have look'd over, 
That Parliaments ought to be frequently held : 
But I found it no where laid down as a 
fundamental Poſit ion of the Nature of 
this Conſtitution, That there ſhould be 
frequent Ele Fiom. If Gentlemen will 
look to the Beginning of Parliaments, 
they will find in the 4th, 5th, and 36th 
of Edward III. That, For Redreſs of 
divers Miſchiefs and Grievan ces which 2 


(4) 
happen, a Parliament ſhall be holden every 
Tear, cr oftener if need be, Let it then 
be conſider'd in what manner thoſe Par- 
liaments were held: When a King met 
his Parliament, they uſed to fit Ten or 
Twenty Days, and then were Prorogued 
or Diflolv'd ; And there were frequent 
Intermiſſions of Parliaments, none being 
call'd for ſeveral Years. By looking over 
the Journals, we find the Prorogations 
and Diſſolutions of Parliaments, 


To come down to the Time of Hemy 

VIII. few of his Parliaments fat more 
than Twenty Days, tho' there was not a 
Parliament met every Vear; and from 
the 7th tothe 25th of Henry VIII. there 
are no Journals, and Colguently we 
cannot tell in what manner Parliaments 
were held. Afterwards, there were fe- 
veral Parliaments, but not every year, to 
the end of his Reign. © 


A Parliament was call'd the 1ſt year of 
Edward VI. and in Five Years ſat but 
Four 
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Four Months. In Philip and Mary there 
were Four Parliaments, but the Seffions 
extreamly ſhort, From the ad to the 
5th, and from the 7th to the 13th of 
Queen Elizabeth, no Parliament met, 
and from the 14th to the 28th of Elixa- 
beth, the Parliament ſat only from the 
Sth of May to the goth of June; and 
Four Years after, from the 8th of Febru- 
ary, to the 8th of March following; and 
in Eight Years after, never fat to do 
Buſineſs, but were then Diflolv'd. There 
were Six other Parliaments calld in 
Queen Elixabeth's Time; but neyer' ſat 
long, unleſs That in the 39th of Her 
Reign, which ſat Four Months. 


The Parliament the firſt of James I. 
fat. about Four Months, and in Three 
Years: after, . fat about Eight Days. That 
Parliament was not Diſſolvd till the gth 
of James, but ſat twice or thrice only. 
There were: three other Parhaments in 
his Reign, but they met very ſeldom. 


C The 
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The Seſſions in King Charles I. were 
much ſhorter than of Jate Days, and 
very frequent Frorogations ; And in the 
16th of his Reign; an Act was pals'd, 
For Preventing Inconveniencies by long In- 
termiſſton of Parliaments; by which it was 
provided, That a Parliament. thould 
meet every three Years; which Law we 
find Repeal'd in the 16th of Charles II. 
by Reaton that the Provifions in the 
former Law, were look'd upon as a De- 
rogation to His Majeſty's juſt and undoubted 
Prerogative for Calling and Aſſembling Par- 
liaments, and might be an Occaſion of ma- 
nifold Miſchiefs and might endanger the 
PEACE of bis People. The ſaid Act 
is Repealed, and a Proviſion made there- 
in, That becauſe by the ancient Laws 0 
this Realm, in the Reign of Edward III. 
Parliaments are to be held very often, the 
fitting and holding of Parliaments ſhall 
not be - intermitted- above Three Tears. In 
this King's Reign the Long: Parliament 
was held; and whatever Corruptions 
they were tainted with, they could ne- 


ver 


7.2 
ver be accuſed of favouring the Cauſe of 
France, or attempting to enſlave their 
own Country. | 
In King James II. that unfortunate 
Prince, a Parliament was held in May 
1685. and fat above two Months, and 
was at ſeveral Times Prorogued to 
November 1687. Then the Happy Rewo- 
lution took Place, and in the Bill of 
Rights, 1 Guliel. & Marie, it is De- 
clared and Enacted, That all the Rights 
and Liberties Aſſerted and Claimed in the 
ſaid Declaration, are the true, ancient, and 
indubitable Rights and Liberties of the People 
of this Kingdom, and-ought to be firmly and 
ſtrictly bolden and obſervd. And in the 
ſame Bill, among that long Catalogue 
of Grievances which precede the ſaid 
Declaration, there is not the leaſt men- 
tion made of Want of frequent Elections, 
but only That Parliaments ougbt to be free. 
In the Sixth of King William, this now 
 favour'd Bill for Triennial Parliaments 
was paſsd ; and upon this occaſion I. 
cannot help obſerving, that it is ſome: 
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Satisfaction, that the People Abroad, 
who look upon the Reign, of that 
Prince as a Uſurpation, ſhould be fond 
of any one Act that was paſsd in 
that Time; And I. hope from hence, 
they may in Time be more reconciled 
to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, which 
is in Conſequence of that Happy Revo- 
lution. 

If Gentlemen will look over the 
Writs of Summons, and the Returns to 
thoſe. Writs, they will find no mention 
how long any Parliament is to laſt; 
But the Return makes mention of the 
Perſons who are to ſerve in the Par- 
liament that is to meet and be held 
at ſuch a Time at Veſtminſter. But it 
muſt be allow'd, that the Parliament 
is ſubject to the Triennial Act while it 
ſubſiſts; and therefore the Advantages 
or Inconveniencies of that Law ought 
chiefly to be confider'd in the matter 
now before Us: And in Caſe an Act be 
found prejudicial, if ſuch a Veneration 


is to be paid to a Law as not to alter it, 
5 | from 
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from any Conviction of its being inſut- 
ficient, or attended with the Conſequen- 
ces, I think the Legiſlature will become, 
in a manner uſeleſs, I take the Principal 
Matter to be, to examine what Benefit 
has accrued to the Nation by Virtue of 
this Bill; and if the Inconveniencies do 
not outweigh all the Advantaye ? 

It is pretended, that by Triennal 
Elec fions the Peocle have an Opportunity 
of laying afide thoſe Perſons with whoſe 
Behaviour in Parliament they are diflatis- 
fied, or ſuch whom they apprehend to be 
under Court Influences: 1 defire it may 
be conſider'd, how very few Examples. 
there are, of Perſons who having ac- 
cepted Places, have not been re- elected. 
The Reaſon is very obvious: Becauſe 
the People who love Expences, judge 
that a Man who has a Place of Profit, 
is much more capable of making an Ex- 
pence, than he that has none. But ſup- 
poſing any Gentleman ſo wickedly diſ- 
poſed as to ſacrifice his Opinion to the 
Lucre of a Place, does not ſuch a Perſon 
D who 
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who has ſpent Five or Six Hundred 
Pounds at his Election, and his Circum- 
ſtances not very able to bear it, come 
more prepared for a Court Temptation, 
than if he had enjoy'd his Seat in Par- 
liament, and been free from the 
Trouble and Expence of frequent Ele- 
ctions? I appeal to Gentlemen, if Expen- 
ces are not increaſed? And if any In- 
ſtance can be produced where they are 
abated, many more may be, where they 
are increaſed; ſo that the End of the 
Bill, in this Reſpect, is no ways an- 
ſwer'd. 

It is ſaid, that Expences being Volun- 
tary, it is the Fault only of thoſe who 
make them ; But when we obſerye the 
Contagion of Expences to be univerſally 
ſpread in the Kingdom at the Time of 
Elections, and a Diſſolution of Manners 
occaſion d by ſuch Expences, it is time 
for the Legiſlature to interpoſe, and 
prevent the dangerous Conſequences of 
ſuch an Evil. Do, Gentlemen, con- 
ider the Diſtractions occafion'd by Ele- 

ctions, 
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tions, and the Impoſſibility, confider- 
ing the ſmall Interval of Elections, to 
heal up thoſe Wounds which the Ani- 
moſities of Parties have occaſion d; fo 
that 'tis little better than living 1 in a 
continual ſtate of Warfare. This is a 
no leſs fatal than undeniable Conſe- 
quence of this Bill, which was calcula- 
ted for the Eaſe of the Subject. 

It's ſaid, the Reaſon of this Expedient, 
as it is call'd, is becauſe the Majzrity of 
this Parliament are Whiogs: And tho 
tis allow'd that this Parliament has act- 
ed for the Service of his Majeſty and 
the Nation, the Proceedings of the laft 
Parliament are ſaid to be as meritorious 
of the King's good Opinion, and the 
Nation's, as what this Parliament has 
done. 

It is much infiſted on, T hat the Tories 
gave the Civil Liſt - That 1s true ; But 
had they not given it, I believe the 
King would not long have been depriv'd 
of it. *Tis ſaid the King was received 
here with the Univerſal Joy of his Peo- 


ple: 
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ple: Why did that Satisfaction ceaſe ſo 
foon? Has the King done any thing to 
loſe the Affection of fo many of his 
People? Or have his Miniſters? If his 
Miniſters, Why has the Spirit of Patri- 
etiſm been ſo much wanting in Gentle- 
men, as not to repreſent to the King, 
or in this Houſe, the Crimes of thoſe 
he employs in his Service? But if no 
real Handle for theſe Diſcontents has 
been given, by King or Miniſters, then 
thoſe who pretended ſuch a Zeal for the 
King and his Service, at his Arrival 
here, ated a hypocritical Part, and 
meant nothing leſs than what they now 
make Profeſſions of. Let us conſider the 
preſent Situation of the Minds of the 
People, how exaſperated one Set of 
them are at the neceſſary Proſecutions 
of thoſe, who ſo fatally concerted the 
Ruin of their Country; and to what 
degree that reſtleſs Spirit influenced the 
People in the late Rebellion.; and how 
induſtriouſly a falſe and miſtaken Cauſe of 
the Church, has been of late propagated 
in this Nation. From 


(13 ) 


From theſe. and many other Circum- 
ſtances of Affairs, and Symptoms of the 
ill, Temper of the Nation, I think - the 
Diſpoſition of the People's Minds far 
from being ſuitable to the Bulineſs of 
an Election, but rather for a Reſtoration 
of that Perſon, who the deluded People 
have been taught has alone a Right. to 
the Crown, and came to free you from 
the Oppreſſions you now lye under. 


SIR, 

So much has been ſaid concerning 
the Preparations which the Regent is 
making, by extorting . vaſt Sums from 
the Subjects of France, and ſo much has 
been ſpoken concerning, our Alliances; 
and the neceſſity of applying our ſelves 
to find out effectual Methods, for diſ- 


* 
- 


charging the Publick Debts, that after- ſd 
lopg # Debate, 1 ſhall not, trouble you 
with my Thoughts upon, thoſe Sub- 
tete ES 

It muſt be allow'd, that the Nation 
has. Obligation to thoſe Patriots who 
Pa, E fram' 
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fram'd this Law with a View and Ex- 
pectaticn it would prove a ſecure Pro- 
viſion for the Liberty and Eaſe of the 
Subject: But could thoſe Great and Ho- 
neſt Men have foreſeen into what a de- 
generate State this Nation would fall, 
they would have been convinc'd how in- 
ſufficient, and Cobyeb a Remedy ſuch a 
Bill muſt prove; and they would ſcarce 
have been content with leaying to Poſte- 
rity a Legacy which Experience has 
ſhewn to be Heſtructive, inſtead of any 
real Advantage to them. 


1 humbly apprehend, that when Laws 
do not anſwer their End, or prove pre- 
judicial in their Conſequences; tis the 
Duty of the Legillature to interpoſe, 
and that the Suſpenſion of this Bill is ſo 
far from being a Violation of ous Conſti- 


tutios, that. it ie the healing a Breach 
made in 


the Conſtitution, by thoſe w 
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The Reaſons why I am nom for the BILL are, 
D211. 20 043019373% £1 2181, 97 Ef! (fic: :;? 
I. To diſpoſe the People to (follow 
their Callings, and to be luduſtrious, by 
taking from them for a I ime, the op- 
portunity of diſtrad ing one another by 
Elections. T511015-111 £01 # 2710 412111 
II. To prevent ſuch who have the 
WILL, from the POWER ot giving any 
new Diſturbance to the Government. 
III. To prevent: another Rebellion; 
there being juſt as much k eaſom to expect 
one this Year, as there was the laſt. 
IV. Te check that evil Spirit in thoſe 
who have ſworn to the King, and roſe in 
Arms againſt him, or abetted ſuch who 
have. | 
V. To Difcountenance that Spirit 
which lately did. ſo far prevail in this 
Nation, as to approve of a moſt ignomi- 
nious Concluſion of a fucceſsful War, by 
2 ruinous Peace. 9 
VI. To render fruitleſs any concerted 
Project of the Regent, or any other Fo- 
| reign 
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reign Princes, to diſturb this Nation at a 
Time when Elections, of. the Approach of 
them, have rais d a Ferment! in the Minds 
of tlie People; 1 

VII. And to procure to the Clergy an 
Interval from being Politicians, that they 
may be the better able to take Care of 
their Flocks, in the manner che Serif 1 
has preſeribd. ot: 2 

For theſe and many * Reaſ, ons, too 
long to enumerate at this time, I am for 


the een i this Bill. 
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